
Biography of Sri Swami 
Vishwananda  

   Sri Swami Vishwananda was born in 1978 into a Hindu family on the island of Mauritius. It 
quickly became clear that he was not an ordinary child. Since his early years, he lived in the 
conscious presence of God and saints. He was not very interested in the typical activities of a 
child, but instead spent every free minute praying, visiting temples and performing rituals. 

At the age of five he was visited for the first time by his Guru, Mahavatar Babaji. Many miracles 
and phenomena occurred around him and his wisdom and loving character gave indication that 
he was endowed with spiritual greatness. Over time, his unique personality began to attract more 
and more people who visited him, seeking his blessings and advice, firstly on the island of 
Mauritius, and then in other countries once he started to travel on a regular basis. 

After finishing his schooling, he began to follow his vocation as a spiritual teacher and he 
accepted invitations to various parts of the world. In 1998, at the age of 19, he visited Europe for 
the first time and made many new friends. 
  
From 1998 to 2004 Swami travelled extensively in Europe, simply meeting friends and devotees 
in private settings and giving guidance and blessings to those lucky enough to encounter him. 
Though he would often be visited by large numbers of spiritual seekers, such events still took 
place outside of the public eye. 

By the end of 2004, a property in a tiny village of rural Germany called Steffenshof had been 
purchased, and Swami, together with a handful of friends and disciples, inaugurated his first 
spiritual centre outside of Mauritius. The 13th of June 2005, as he turned 27, marks the starting 
date of his public mission.  

His first visit in this new phase of the mission was to the United States, and over the years many 
more countries across several continents followed, with Europe being at the core. The spiritual 
centre in Steffenshof subsequently went through a rapid transformation into an ashram, as Sri 
Swami Vishwananda, decided to initiate many men and women into a monastic tradition for 
people who wanted to dedicate their lives to God. 
  
In late 2005, Sri Swami Vishwananda founded the spiritual community of Bhakti Marga, the 
banner under which his public mission to the world would be conducted. The community 
embraced the teachings of Holy Scriptures such as the Bhagavad Gita, the Bible and other 
timeless teachings of various sages and saints as part of their daily life and sadhana (spiritual 
practise). 

www.bhaktimarga.org



In 2007, Swami introduced, through the guidance of Mahavatar Babaji, the meditation and yoga 
techniques of Atma Kriya Yoga and OM Chanting. These techniques represent a very important 
element in his work of supporting people on their spiritual path and he initiated a broad base of 
teachers over the subsequent years. 

In the summer of 2008, Swami initiated the first Swamis of Bhakti Marga, to serve as missionaries 
and extensions of himself to further the mission of spreading Unconditional Love worldwide.  
Today, Sri Swami Vishwananda continues to travel the world spreading his message of Love, 
Patience, and Unity while holding public Darshans and Satsangs. In addition, he continues to host 
festivals and events in Germany at the Bhakti Marga headquarters of Shree Peetha Nilaya. 


